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Disclaimers…



What is a Spill Response Kit?

Bailey’s definition: 

A collection of items that are designed to 
control, contain, or clean up spilled, leaked, or 
discharged material.



Why Are Spill Response Kits Important?

Accidents happen.



Why Are Spill Response Kits Important?

Health and Safety Liability Compliance



What Does a Spill Response 

Kit Look Like?



55-Gallon Universal Spill Response Kit
• 1 55-gal drum with lid and lever-lock ring
• 50 white oil-specific sorbent pads
• 50 grey universal sorbent pads
• 3 white oil sorbent socks
• 5 oily waste disposal bags
• 5 zip ties
• 1 roll of caution barricade tape
• 2 PE coated Tyvek disposable coveralls
• 2 pairs vented safety goggles
• 2 pairs embossed flock-lined nitrile gloves
• 2 pairs latex gloves
• 1 bag Optisorb granular sorbent (20 lbs)
• 1 Emergency Response Guide

Kits provided by Unitech of Alaska

ANTHC Spill Response Training Kits



How Many Kits Do You Need?

1 large kit in a single location Several smaller kits spread out

Situation-dependent: budget, facility size/community population, needs



Where to Store Your Spill Kits

Best place for a spill kit? Close to where a spill is 
most likely to occur.

• Manufacturing/processing 
areas

• Loading docks
• Fuel pumps
• Storage tanks (tank farms, 

USTs)

• Forklifts
• Warehouses
• Waste collection areas
• Airports



Spill Kit Storage: Other 

Considerations

• Secure, but not TOO secure
– Protect from vandalism/theft

– Can be accessed when needed

• Keep it dry

• Keep out of the sun

• Consistent temperature (no extremes)

• Well-lit area without clutter

• Train people on where it is and how to use it



Spill Kit Maintenance

• Add regular kit checks to your maintenance 
schedule (recommended: every three months)

1. Check contents against content list

2. Check expiration dates

3. Check for wear and tear

4. Replace used/open packages promptly

• Outdoor/truck spill kits should be checked 
more often (recommended: monthly)



Signs Your Kit is Past Its Prime

• Conservative life span: five years

• Check absorbants for white flakes or powder

• Shake mats and socks to see if they hold 
together

• When in doubt: replace



We Had a Spill: Now What?

Depends on substance 
released and where

Contact DEC spill reporting 
line



Contact Information

Bailey Richards

bkrichards@anthc.org

907-729-4008

This presentation would not be possible 
without funding from the EPA. 
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