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The US Bureau of Land
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Central Yukon 13.1
Million Acres

Plan Life: 20-30 Years

Draft Plan: Expected

Winter 2019

Record of Decision:
Spring 2020

Central Yukon Planning Area
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Federal Land Planning. Why are
they doing this?

e All federal land managing agencies, like the US Bureau
of Land Management (BLM), are

over a period of time.

e BLM calls these plans Resource Management Plans
(RMP) and they are usually in place for 20 to 30 years
before they are updated again.

e At the same time the BLM is undertaking a Resource
Management Planning process, an Environmental
Impact Statement is also prepared to assess the impact
of the plan decisions.




What is decided in a Resource
Management Plan?

* When the plan is complete, it will set rules in place
about how the land can be used:
* Mining,
e Transportation, transmission lines, pipelines,
e Oil and gas development
e Conserved for subsistence resources,
e Reindeer grazing. Etc.

* These rules will last the life of the plan — 20 to 30
years.




What decisions will be made in the Plan?
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Bering Sea Western Interior

60+ Communities each a sovereign tribal government

Bethel, )

, Sleetmute, , Georgetown, ,
Napalmute , Tuluksak, Akiak,
Akiakchak, Kwethluk Oscarville, Napasklak Napakiak,
Kasigluk, Nunap|tchuk Atmautlauk Tuntutuliak,

Eek, Shageluk, ,

, Pilot Station, Saint Marys,
Pitka’s Point, Mountain Village, Kotlik, Hamilton,
Chuloonawick, Emmonak, Alakanuk

Sheldon’s Point




Central Yukon Communities - 24 Communities

, Minto, Manley Hot Springs, Nenana,
, Anaktuvuk Pass,
Venetie, Anderson, Bettles, Fairbanks, North Pole,

15 of the 24 communities have tribal governments with
government-to-government consultation responsibility.

Five of the 24 communities are accessible by road — 19
are accessible only by air or water.




Process for
Environmental Impact Statement &
Resource Management Plan

Scoping - Planning Process Begins
« Completed for both Central Yukon & Bering Sea-Western Interior

Draft Resource Management Plan / EIS — subsistence hearings
« Bering Sea-Western Interior - March 13, 2019 - June 13, 2019
» Draft Central Yukon Plan - Expected Release Fall/Winter 2019

Final Resource Management Plan / EIS

« Bering Sea-Western Interior - Expected-Winter 2019 - 30-day Protest
Period - 60-day Governor’s Consistency Review

« Central Yukon Plan — Expected Spring 2020

Record of Decision — End of Process
* Expected for both plans Spring/Summer 2020
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Bering Sea-Western Interior
Draft RMP - Locatable Mineral Entry
Grey = Open To Mining (99% of BLM land)



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Only 1% of the BLM-Managed land in the planning area is closed to mineral entry.  BLM says, “Because the potential for locatable and salable mineral development on BLM-managed land in the planning area is considered low, the impact of management actions would be small. In areas such as the Nulato Hills, where there is little information about mineral potential, any management limitations would impact the potential for future exploration.”


Bering Sea Western Interior Tribal Commission

BLM’s BSWI Plan opens 99% of the 13.4 million acres to
mining and provides conservation protection to 1%.

Ilgnores Tribes’ nominations for protections of
watersheds.

The Tribal Commission formed because of concerns for
sustainability of Tribes’ Traditional way-of-life.

Tribal Commission philosophy: Tribes don’t own the
land, but we belong to the land and what happens to the

land happens to us.




Bering Sea Western Interior Tribal Commission Formed

22 Tribes

Member Tribes from Tanana Chiefs Council Region

Nulato*, Grayling®, Anvik*, Nikolai*, Holy Cross*, Kaltag, Ruby, Louden,
Huslia, Koyukuk, Shageluk, Takotna

Member Tribes from Kawerak Region
Shaktoolik*, Koyuk*, Unalakleet*, St. Michael*, Stebbins, Elim,

Member Tribes from Association of Village Council
Presidents Region

lqurmiut (Russian Mission)*, Ohogomiut (Marshall)*, Native Village of
Eek, Chevak Native Village, Tununak Tribal Council, Orutsararmiut Native
Council (Bethel), Napakiak, Kasigluk, Chevak

* indicates Cooperating Agency Tribe



Bering Sea Western Interior Tribal Commission

Purpose:

 To speak with a unified voice on behalf of impacted Tribes in
the land planning process;

 To advocate for sustainability of our traditional way-of-life.
(The Tribal Commission wishes our traditional uses of the
land to be protected and we are especially seeking special
management of of key watersheds); To ensure voices of
Indigenous People living with the land are reflected in
the final Bering Sea-Western Interior Plan;

e To remain engaged in consultation with the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) in the throughout implementation of
the plan over the next 20 years.




Bering Sea Western Interior Tribal Commission

“From our perspective the planning process is
fundamentally flawed. Tribal nominations for
conservation of critical watersheds were affirmed by
BLM as being ‘Relevant and Important’ but were
rejected for protection in the Draft Plan and the pre-
public Proposed Plan. We believe impacts from mining
to our customary and traditional use areas were not
considered nor evaluated seriously, and will seriously
impact our traditional way of life.”
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Cooperating Agency Status for Tribes

e Federally recognized Tribes have the opportunity to
become a Cooperating Agency in the planning
process. The Tribe and BLM agree to review drafts
of the written plan before it is released to the
public. Being a Cooperating Agency is the most
effective way for a Tribe to protect tribal rights and
address tribal needs in the Resource Management
Plan.

 The state government and other federal agencies
will also be a Cooperating Agency in the planning
process



All Tribes in the Central Yukon and Bering Sea-Western
Interior planning area are welcome to join the
Tribal Commission.

Tribes can join the Tribal Commission by passing a
Resolution.

Support available:
Bering Sea-Western Interior Tribal Commission Advisors:
Austin Ahmasuk, Suzanne Little, Wayne Jenkins, Bob Sattler
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