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Disclaimer

ÁPersonal observations of a Qualified Professional 

ÁNot reviewed or approved by parties or groups 

mentioned herein

ÁADEC

ÁState and Tribal Response Program

ÁANTHC



The Qualified Professional 

ÁAlaska DEC has always required a Qualified Professional 

(QP) for investigation and cleanup of contaminated sites

ÁImpartial third party

ÁScience or engineering degree

ÁOne year of practicing experience  

ÁñEnvironmental Consultantsò



What is the Qualified Sampler Program?

ÁIn July 2015, Alaska DEC adopted new regulations

Á18 AAC 75 ïPollution Control 

ÁArticle 3 ïReporting, Cleanup, and Disposal of Hazardous 

Substances

ÁSection 333

ÁQualified Sampler

ÁCompleted an environmental sampling training program 

recognized by ADEC

ÁHas at least 3 months of experience under supervision of a 

Qualified Professional (QP)



The Need 

ÁRecognized issues with QP-only requirement

ÁExcluded rural individuals who had potential skills/interest to 

support environmental actions in their area

ÁCost!!!



Training Program ïPart 1

Á1-3 day courses on principles of environmental sampling

Á1 day classroom

Á1-2 days in field

ÁEquipment and techniques for soil and water sampling

ÁOffered at conferences - AFE

ÁOffered by other groups

ÁZender Environmental

ÁDr. Hagedornôs Workshop

ÁNielson E-Course



Training Program ïPart 1



3 Months Supervision under QP ïPart 2

ÁThis is the difficult stepé

ÁHow does a rural Alaskan obtain this

ÁPerhapsé

ÁCapital improvement project in your village that has 

environmental contamination

ÁUnlucky enough to have a former DoD facility in your village 

with season-long investigation/cleanup

ÁBut these arbitrary possibilities ïnot solutions



QP Supervision

ÁProblem

ÁAccess to reliable, planned, and cost effective training under 

a QP is not reliably available

ÁSolution

ÁAllow technology to bring interested individuals and QP 

together on a re-occurring, regular basis to achieve ñ3 

monthsò of supervised activities for planning, discussing and 

implementing environmental assessment and cleanup 

actions across Alaska



Interested Individuals? 

ÁLogical group ïState and 

Tribal Response Program 

(STRP)

ÁNational, non-competitive 

program through USEPA

ÁAlaska currently has 29 

grantees including villages, 

non-profits, and ADEC

Á Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation

Á Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium

Á Bristol Bay Native Association

Á Central Council Tlingit Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska

Á Chickaloon Native Village

Á Chuathbaluk Traditional Council

Á Copper River Native Association

Á Douglas Indian Association

Á Grayling, Anvik, Shageluk, and Holy Cross Consortium

Á Hydaburg Cooperative Association

Á Kawerak, Inc.

Á Klawock Cooperative Association

Á Kuskokwim River Watershed Council

Á Maniilaq Association

Á Metlakatla Indian Community

Á Native Village of Eklutna

Á Native Village of Eyak

Á Native Village of Gakona

Á Native Village of Napaimute

Á Native Village of Tazlina

Á Native Village of Tununak ïNelson Island Consortium

Á Organized Village of Kasaan

Á Orutsararmiut Native Council

Á Port Heiden Native Council

Á Qawalangin Tribe

Á Sitka Tribe of Alaska

Á Tanana Chiefs Conference

Á Yakutat Tlingit Tribe

Á Yukon River Inter-Tribal Watershed Council


